
‘The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.’ Luke
2:10-11
The first Christmas began with an announcement of good news that brings great joy for all people.
We want to share the good news of the saviour, Jesus, that God has sent.

We’re already begun this season with a joyous light switch on event – thank you to all who were
involved in planning and running that event. It was great to welcome many from the community.

Christmas is a wonderful opportunity to invite along friends and family to hear this good news and
to share in this joy. Where possible please book yourselves and your guests into services.

Below there is a schedule of what is coming up over the Christmas period, so you can consider what
you can come to and who you might invite.

Sat 04th Dec 7.45pm Christmas Quiz at the Parish Church

Sun 05th Dec (2nd in Advent)
8.45am Holy Communion at the Parish Church
10.30am All Age Toy Service at the Parish Church
11am Morning Worship at the Centre
7pm Sundays@7 at the Parish Church

Sun 12th Dec (3rd in Advent)
8.45am Service of the Word at the Parish Church
10.30am Service of the Word at the Parish Church and 0-18’s groups running
11am Christingle at the Centre
4pm Christingle at the Parish Church

Sat 18th Dec2-4pm Carols through the Window outreach from the Centre

Sun 19th Dec (4th in Advent)
8.45am Service of the Word at the Parish Church
10.30am Morning Worship at the Parish Church and 0-18’s groups running
11am Morning Worship at the Centre
4pm Carols by Candlelight at the Parish Church
7pm Carols by Candlelight at the Parish Church

Fri 24th Dec (Christmas Eve)
4pm All Age Nativity at the Parish Church
11.30pm Holy Communion

Sat 25th Dec (Christmas Day)
8.45am Holy Communion at Parish Church
10am Holy Communion at the Centre
10.30am All Age Worship at the Parish Church

We won’t be having services on the Sunday 26th or Wednesday 29th December. Sun 02nd Jan New
Year services at 8.45am, 10.30am, and 6pm at the Parish Church, 11am at the Centre.

Sunday 5th December 2021
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Coming up this week…
Saturday 4th

7.45pm Christmas Quiz in the Parish Church
Sunday 5th 2nd Sunday in Advent
8.45am Holy Communion at the Parish Church
10.30am All Age Toy Service at the Parish Church
11am Morning Worship at the Centre
7pm Sundays@7 at the Parish Church
Monday 6th

8am Morning Prayer by Zoom
10am-11.30 Tots Spot at the Centre
11am-12pm Forget Me Not Café at the Parish Church
12.30pm-3pm Monday Makers
3.30pm-5pm Drop in at the Bank
Tuesday 7th

3.45pm Fuse Infants & Juniors Christmas Party
6.30pm-8.30pm TTB
7.30pm Advent Alpha in the West Room
Wednesday 8th

10.45am-12pm Babble & Bounce at the Parish Church
11am Holy Communion at the Parish Church
3.30pm-5pm Drop in at the Bank
6.30pm Carol Singing at Poppyfields
6.45pm Prayer Meeting on Zoom
Thursday 9th

10am-12pm Our Place Café at the Centre
Friday 10th

10am-10.30am Mini Praise at the Parish Church
3.30pm-5pm Drop in at the Bank
Saturday 11th

CAP Client Christmas Event
Sunday 12th 3rd Sunday in Advent
8.45am Morning Prayer
10.30am Morning Worship at the Parish Church
11am Christingle Service at the Centre
4pm Christingle Service at the Parish Church
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Please pray for...
Our Mission Links

Sunday Groups – There are no Sunday Morning Groups this week due to the All Age Service;
groups will return next week. CYFA are meeting on Sunday evening for a social – speak to Malcolm
or Cat for more information.
Midweek Groups – Our groups are coming to a close for the Christmas holidays, please check online
before attending to avoid disappointment: https://stm-upton.org.uk/coming-up. If you’d like to help
with any of our groups for children young people, and their parents and carers in the new year,
please speak to Malcolm, Cat or Becca, or email cyp@stm-upton.org.uk
Chaplaincy News – In our collective worship we’re continuing to take our themes from the film “The
Man Who Invented Christmas”, about Charles Dickens. This week we’re looking at redemption – the
chance to change and become something better than before; but more importantly the offer of
redemption from Jesus, which offers us the opportunity to change – to turn from living our own way
and to choose God’s way, to follow him and to be redeemed. Please pray for the Woodchurch Farm
Christmas Fair, which is taking place on Wednesday after school – it’s a great fundraising and
community event.

Attending Services at St Mary’s Church
All are welcome to worship with us at St Mary’s. We are in the process of reviewing our current
arrangements for attending services. For now we encourage you to continue to book into services
(online or phoning the office), use face coverings when moving around the building, and be mindful
of safe distancing.

Sundays @ 7………………IS BACK!
On Sunday, 5th December we are back - with our guests being Alec and Leah Ham. Refreshments
will be served from 6.30pm when we will move on to the main event: a conversation with Alec and
Leah as we learn more about them as individuals and as a couple. In order to manage numbers, we
need to ask you to kindly book in via the church website or if that is not possible, then please contact
the church office.

We pray for our mission links and partners and their families as they serve in countries and
communities worldwide and in the UK. Please pray for Rosemary Finlayson (Betel Centre - Spain)
We give thanks for Rosemary’s visit to the UK and to St Mary’s. Please pray for her time here, and for
good rest and that she is able to enjoy seeing friends and family. Pray for the Betel centre in Spain, for
the ongoing change of buildings, and for the men in the centre to find help and faith in Christ.

Joyce McCarthy (Anne Wood’s mum), Kirsten London (Ken & Marge’s daughter-in-law), Chris and David Lloyd,
Joyce Tomlinson, Derek Chisnall, Doug Watson, Will Allan (Eleanor & Peter’s son-in-law) Albert Frankel, Jean
Hughes & Dennis James, Ian Wilson, Ian Corsie.

Those who are ill

The family and friends of: John Seddon

Those who have been bereaved

Please continue to pray for
Gwyneth Ward, Geoff Abbott, Anna Drysdale, Peter Harris, Doreen Patrick, Maureen Longshaw, Beryl
Henderson, Sue Jones, Beryl Morris, Edna Doyle, John Cullen, Esther Pearson.

0-18s News
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Mince Pies - We’d love donations of mince pies for our Christmas events & Services. You can drop
them off on Sundays or during the week. Many thanks to everyone who has already donated.

Shoe Boxes, May I thank all of the people who knitted, crocheted bought, donated in so many ways
to this yeas Teams 4U, Christmas Shoe box appeal. We delivered 177 boxes to the local warehouse
and when finished 3,504 gift-filled shoeboxes were completed. The first lorry from Teams4U left
Evesham on Saturday bound for Romania (9,084 boxes). More good news is that Teams4U have
already processed 48,907 shoeboxes, already exceeding last year’s total of 48,756.

Christmas Quiz Night Saturday 4th December, 7.45pm for an 8pm start, and finished by 9.30pm.
Who could you invite along with you? No need to form a whole team, just come along and we’ll
make sure everyone is part of a team. Festive refreshments will be provided.

Carol Singing - Poppyfields Extra Care development in Saughall Massie has invited us to sing carols
with them on Wednesday 8th December at 18.30. Would anyone who would like to join us please
get in touch with Fiona on 07762594475. Many thanks.

Christmas Toy/Gift Service
This year donations from our gift service will go to: Forum Housing, Birkenhead,Gifts required for
homeless young people aged 16-25. Chocolate or Sweets, Socks, Mugs, Toiletries, Gloves/hats/
scarves. Toys/baby items for young mums.
Ferries Family Support Group based at St Peters, Rock Ferry
Selection of Toys and gifts for teenagers. Gift vouchers, toiletries, chocolates.
Many thanks to everyone who gave so generously again this year.

A Preschool Thank You - Preschool have been busy planting saplings in the Salacre Lane cemetery
in conjunction with the green Tree Schools Award and Plant Britain initiative. We planted 10 wild
cherry, 10 silver birch and 10 rowan trees. They are very small but we are hoping that one day there
will be a wonderful copse of trees for people to enjoy. We were only able to do this thanks John
Hughes, Mark Roberts Simon Jones, Ken London, Ken Richards and Frank Heggarty, who cleared
the area for us- so thank you.

Have Yourself an Eco-Friendly Christmas Christmas is a time for celebration, and the Bible
encourages us to celebrate, feast and enjoy the season that brings us good news of God With Us.
We know too the impact of how we live, and we seek to be good news as we care for God’s
creation. Here are a few ideas to encourage us to celebrate as well as care for the earth this season.
Thanks to Elly and Helen for some suggestions

Decorations - reusing any we have from past years is the zero carbon option. If buying new, how
about trying paper decorations or home-made ones made from recycled materials you would
otherwise throw away?
Wrapping paper - Consider re-useable bags or fabric wrap. Glitter or metallic paper is not
recyclable so choose an alternative if you can. How about recycling last year’s Christmas cards to
make gift tags?
Gifts - It’s wonderful to show our friends and family that we love them through the giving and
receiving of gifts. Many of us already have more ‘things’ than we really need. We can reduce our
impact on the earth by thinking creatively about the gifts we give. Here are some ideas:
Charity gifts - many charity websites offer ways to donate to a particular cause on someone’s behalf.
These gifts make a difference to others. Tear Fund, ARocha, IJM & other mission organisations
supported by St Mary’s have gift lists on their websites. You get a card to give, showing how the
money has been used. Why not 'Bake a Difference' with Traidcraft, rehabilitate a tortoise with A
Rocha or combat child slavery with IJMUK. Or, help a farmer’s family with a chicken, renew the
oceans with a coral care package or help with water supply or toilets for communities that don’t
have safe water. You choose. Buying a gift in this way helps reduce our Carbon Footprint, decrease
packaging and delivery waste.
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Home-made gifts such as biscuits or chutneys are low cost and low-waste, but are often
particularly special to receive. Plastic-free cosmetics - Several local shops (Hoylake, Birkenhead)
make and sell plastic-free and/or refillable cosmetics as great gifts. Receiving these gifts may get
others interested in eco-friendly solutions for the new year .
Locally produced items- there are many local artists and craftspeople who appreciate your
custom. These beautiful hand-made items come with a minimal number of delivery miles
travelled. At the same time, shopping local will support a local business.
Maybe your gift could be an act of service rather than a manufactured item - how about a voucher
for a night’s babysitting, or the promise of a home-cooked meal, or even an eco-friendly car wash.
Food - we all love a feast at Christmas. If it’s affordable for you, consider a higher welfare turkey
from a local butcher as the environmental impact of organic farming is much less than those that
use mass-production methods. Think about what you will do with any leftovers - most can be
frozen for another meal later, which reduces food waste and can be very welcome on a dark
January evening. Try to be aware of food-miles, packaging and production methods and choose
well where you can.

We know well that this season can be busy and stressful. Our world isn’t perfect and our choices
are often limited, so we choose well where we can, but accept when we can’t and join with us to
ask God to bring the change that is out of our control. Here’s to a greener Christmas.

Caretaker / Facilities Support
St. Mary’s Church seeks applicants for the role of Caretaker and Facilities Support. This involves
forty hours work a week involving some cleaning (alongside a paid cleaner and volunteers), minor
maintenance, basic security, and oversight of elements of facilities compliance (e.g. fire safety
measures). Working primarily at the parish church and faith building, there is also some oversight
required of other church property, working with staff, volunteers and contractors. It is anticipated
that the post-holder will occupy Church House for this purpose and the salary offered takes this
into account. Please contact the church office for further details on the role and ask questions of
the churchwardens as required. Please do circulate this advert and pray for those applying.

The Church Office Hours:
Monday to Friday 9am to 3pm.


