
‘The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of deep darkness
a light has dawned.’ (Isaiah 9:2)

At Hope Explored this week we’ve been reflecting on how often the hopes we have are taken away
from us. In those times we can feel like we are ‘walking in darkness’, as the Old Testament prophet
Isaiah puts it.
But Isaiah prophesied the coming of hope – lasting hope that doesn’t disappoint. A light dawning on
the horizon, driving back the darkness.

‘For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’ (Isaiah 9:6)

It is the identity of this son that makes him different. He is the Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. He is Jesus. Jesus comes to give us a hope that cannot be taken
away and he proves that to us through his life, death and resurrection.

There may be things this week that you are hoping for, or perhaps hopes that have disappointed.
Our prayer is that this week at St Mary’s you are encouraged to find lasting hope in the Lord Jesus.

Across all our morning services this half term we are seeing God’s goodness shown in the lives of
Elijah and Elisha. In our 6pm service we are finding encouragement from considering our identity a
people made in the image of God.

We’d love you to join us at any of these services and look forward to seeing you.

Yours in Christ,
Revd Alec Ham

Attending Services at St Mary’s Church
All are welcome to worship with us at St Mary’s. We continue to review our current arrangements for
attending services. We encourage you to continue to book into services (online or phoning the
office), use face coverings in the building and be mindful of safe distancing.
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Please pray for...
Our Mission Links

We pray for our mission links and partners and their families as they serve in countries and
communities worldwide and in the UK. This week we pray for Alex and Susannah Maclean
Please thank God for the recent successful house move and for relationships to develop with new
neighbours. Give thanks for time together as a family with Tim and Liz. Please pray for wisdom in
preparing and using questions in daily conversations as a way to get into deeper conversations.
Please also pray for good health for all the family.

Those who are ill

Joyce McCarthy (Anne Wood’s mum), Kristen London (Ken & Marje’s daughter-in-law), Joyce
Tomlinson.

Please continue to pray for

Diana Elliott, Gwyneth Ward, Derek Chisnall, Doug Watson, Geoff Abbott, Anna Drysdale, Peter
Harris, Doreen Patrick, Dennis James, Maureen Longshaw, Beryl Henderson, Sue Jones, Beryl
Morris, Edna Doyle, Chris Lloyd, & Esther Pearson.

Those who have been bereaved
The family and friends of: Lilian Dixon

0-18s News
Chaplaincy News – In our collective worship at Woodchurch High School we finish our series on
World Issues by thinking about the environment and our impact on it. Please pray for staff and
students, for health, good concentration, and good relations with one another.
Sunday Groups – Seed & Grow, JAM, Explorers & Pathfinders are all running alongside the
10:30am service at the Parish Church. This term we’re exploring the Miracles of Jesus. To find out
about our groups, and to book in, visit: https://stm-upton.org.uk/sunday-groups/. CYFA are
meeting on Sunday evening in the Bank, from 7:30 til 9pm, please speak to Malcolm or Cat for
more information
Midweek Groups – All of our midweek groups are running this week, for little ones, primary school
and secondary school children. Please check the website for more information: https://stm-
upton.org.uk/children-and-youth/ and use the calendar to book in. If you’d like to help with any of
our groups for children, young people, and their parents and carers, please speak to Malcolm, Cat
or Becca, or email cyp@stm-upton.org.uk
Treading the Boards Pantomime – This year’s pantomime is Robin Hood and will be performed
from Thursday 10th to Friday 12th February. More information will be coming soon, and flyers are
available around church to take as a reminder. We’d love you to put the dates in your diary to
come and support our amazing casts.

We welcome Alianore Smith from International Justice Mission to our services today. Alianore
works to raise awareness of modern slavery and human trafficking, encouraging Christians to pray
and respond. St Mary's has recently supported work in Ghana, India and the Philippines with a gift
from our tithe fund. Alianore will update us, preach at the 10.30am service and be interviewed at
the 6.00 evening service. Please do continue to book on to services, pray and come to hear IJM
news.
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SMART Event - The next SMART event is a history walk around Chester: the Walls, the Canal and the
River Dee on Monday 24th January. Meeting at Birkenhead North Station at 9.20am. Distance is
about 5 miles. Lunch is yet to be decided. Possibly eating at the Roodee Café or taking a packed
lunch (we will let you know). Contact Simon or Frank if you would like to join the walk.

Hope Explored - is a three week series exploring the themes of hope, peace and purpose. You won't
be asked to read aloud, pray, or sing - but there will be a chance to discuss, share your thoughts, or
sit and listen. Refreshments will be provided. Please consider whether you might come and who you
might invite. We will meet at 7.30pm in the West Room and be finished by 8.45pm.We meet on 18th
Jan, 25th Jan, and 1st Feb. To find our more speak with Alec and to book places contact the church
office or go to the website.

Help talking about Jesus to others...
The Diocese is running a free 6-week online course starting Tuesday 11th January at 7.30pm that is
aimed at helping Christians put their faith into words, including giving practical suggestions to help
you to be natural and relevant as you talk about Jesus. If you'd like to register please go to
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talking-jesus-tickets-219090173607 If you'd like to know a bit more
please speak with Alec.

We are so very thankful - for all Donald and Gillian Cameron's faithful service across so much of St
Mary's life over many years. Donald and Gillian are moving to Cambridge. If you would like to send a
message of thanks and encouragement to them, please send to Inga and Rhonda in the office and
we will collate the words together.

Advance Notice - On Sunday 6th February The Bishop of Chester (Rt. Rev. Mark Tanner) will be our
guest for Sundays at Seven. Please make a note of the date and book in advance through the
website so that we can prepare seating arrangements. Cards advertising the evening will be
available shortly so please consider inviting your own guest to come along to hear his story.

Eco Encouragement: New Year Resolutions:Many of us know that New Year Resolutions can be hard
to keep and maintain. This year, perhaps we can resolve to all work together and to encourage and
help one another to Reduce, Reuse and Recycle and be better green disciples of our wonderful
Creator God. Small cumulative changes, made by us as individuals and as a church, can lead to a
bigger change.We can resolve to reduce our energy use and loss, our individual and collective
carbon footprints, our polluting forms of travel, our consumption of meat, our purchasing of food
which is not produced locally and of unnecessary "stuff" in general. We can encourage one another
to do what we are able and not to feel guilty if we are not able. In addition, we can resolve to always
reuse what we can and to recycle as much as is possible.New Year Recycling Tip: Do you have more
Christmas confectionery, cracker or biscuit plastic tubs than you are able to reuse? If so, these can be
taken to any Greene King pub, during January (those on the Wirral are The Harvest Mouse, The
Gravesberie Inn and the Red Cat). After January these tubs are shredded for reuse in place of virgin
plastics and all money raised is given directly to Macmillan Cancer Support- a double
encouragement!

ARocha are recruiting

‘Come work with @ARochaUK!
- 2x Eco Church Officers (Wales and North England) Deadline 27 January 2022
- Root & Branch Magazine Editor Deadline 1 February 2022
- Community Education Officer (west London) Deadline 10th February 2022
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/recruitment-eco-church-officer-2-posts-1-northern-england-1-
wales/
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"Rosemary Finlayson writes on behalf of Betel Valencia: "Thank you so much to all of you at St
Mary's who contributed to the gift to Betel Valencia from the St Mary's Christmas card. God bless
you for your generosity and kindness.""

The World Church Group who organise the card would also wish to thank everyone who
contributed to raise the £1075 which has been passed to the work at Betel.

Coming up this week...
Sunday 23rd 8.45am Morning Prayer at the Parish Church

10.30am Morning Worship at the Parish Church Plus Children Groups
11am Morning Worship at the Centre - Elijah restored and Elisha called

1 Kings 19
6pm Evening Praise at the Parish Church - Created to belong: Finding our place

Psalm 100, 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

Monday 24th 8am Morning Prayer by Zoom
9am Tots Spot at the Centre
11am-12pm Forget Me Not Café at the Parish
1pm Monday Makers at the Parish

Tuesday 25th 3.34pm Fuse

Wednesday 26th 10.45am Babble & Bounce
11am Holy Communion at the Parish Church
6.45pm Prayer Meeting on Zoom

Thursday 27th 10am-12pm Our Place Café at the Centre
10am Dots 2 Tots

Friday 28th 10am Mini Praise

The Church Office is open Monday to Friday 9am to 3pm.


